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Washington DC, 20240
Director Williams,

We write regarding the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) continued failure to delist the
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE) grizzly bear population. As you are fully aware, the State
of Wyoming filed a petition for judicial review in the Wyoming Federal District Court, alleging
that the Department of Interior (DOI) and Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS or Service) “failed
to meet the 12-month deadline for determining Wyoming’s petition to delist the grizzly bear
population in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.”! We request that you release such review no
later than June 15®, 2024, as you have already greatly exceeded the 12-month time-frame as
provided for in the Endangered Species Act (ESA). We also request that you respond to this letter
with an explanation as to why the Service was unable to timely complete the review as required
by law.

In 2005, the USFWS proposed to delist the GYE Grizzly population. Shortly thereafter, in 2006,
the USFWS changed the Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan to require new methods of estimating
population size and “sustainable mortality.” In 2007, the USFWS removed the GYE grizzly
population from the threatened species list. Several environmental groups filed a lawsuit against
the Service, despite the fact the GYE population far exceeded the number of bears established in
the recovery plan. Unfortunately, in 2009, a district judge wrongly overturned the delisting rule,
claiming that the Conservation Strategy could not be enforced, and that certain environmental
impacts, such as the loss of whitebark pine nuts, were not taken into account. The Service appealed
this decision, which was then upheld by the appeals court on the grounds that the loss of whitebark
pine nuts were apparently not considered. The Service unsuccessfully appealed that decision
thereafter.” The Service once again attempted to remove the GYE grizzly from the ESA list in
2017,% but re-instated the listing after a District Judge issued a decision in 2019.%
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Now, in 2024, there are at least twice as many grizzlies in the GYE as compared to the USFWS’s
initial recovery goals. Recent estimates confirm that the Grizzly population in the GYE us about
1,100 strong.” Not only has the species more than fully recovered, but bears continue to expand in
geographic range,’ presenting greater threats to humans, livestock and wildlife than ever before.”

In a Congressional Hearing last year entitled Examining the President’s FY 2024 Budget Proposal
for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and the Power Marketing Administrations, you testified that the
Service needed to complete its scientific review before action could be taken to delist the GYE
Grizzly.® As you already know, the ESA requires the Service to issue its findings “within 12 months
after receiving a petition.” The Service has now exceeded that deadline by more than 18 months,
and is therefore in direct violation of the ESA.

To review, we request the following from the Department:

1. That the USFWS finish the review by June 15", 2024.

2. An explanation as to why the USFWS is so far behind in the process.
The GYE grizzly must be delisted before we can officially call this an ESA success story. We need
to act now so that we can appropriately manage this species more effectively and keep our

communities safe.

Sincerely,
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Harriet M. Hageman Ryan K. Zinke
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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